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ROBERT H. SCANLAN 1914-2001

IT 1S WITH GREAT PERSONAL SADNESS that I inform you that Professor Robert H. Scanlan, who
joined the Department of Civil Engineering at Johns Hopkins University in 1984 and was
a Homewood Professor, died on May 27 at his home in Lawrenceville, New Jersey. He was
86. Professor Scanlan had a unique career that covered a broad spectrum of mechanics,
aerodynamics, and acoustics, with a principal focus on aeroelasticity and wind engineering
in the U.S. and abroad, and in academe, government and industry.

Born in Chicago in 1914, Robert Scanlan received undergraduate and graduate degrees
in mathematics and physics from the University of Chicago and MIT. During the Second
World War, he served the country as an aeronautical engineer, becoming the Chief of
Aeroelasticity at Republic Aviation in New York. After the war, he worked for the Federal
Aviation Administration, followed by a professorship at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.
His work and research in acronautics and aeroelasticity led to the publication of the book
Aircraft Vibration and Flutter, a classic text in the theory of aeroelasticity. He was one of the
founders of that then new field.

After a second doctoral degree in mechanics at the Sorbonne, he served at CNRS and
ONERA in France, and then returned to the U.S. where he worked for Schlumberger,
followed by faculty positions at Case Institute of Technology, Princeton, and Johns
Hopkins. In his time at Princeton and Johns Hopkins, he developed his second major career
emphasis, wind engineering. His prior experience in aeronautics led to the development of
the field of aerodynamics and aeroelasticity of large civil engineering structures, such as
high-rise buildings, cooling towers and long-span bridges, work which he continued actively
until his death. He quickly rose to be recognized as one of the leaders of wind engineering.
His book, Wind Effects on Structures (co-authored by former student Emil Simiu) is widely
recognized as a key reference in the field.
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For his research, he received numerous awards, prizes and citations from his peers.
Among them are the James Croes Medal, the Nathan Newmark Medal, the von Karman
Medal and the Wellington Prize of the American Society of Civil Engineers. The methods
which he pioneered for the analysis of long-span bridges under wind loading are now in
common use among researchers and practitioners around the world. He served in leader-
ship roles on technical committees of the American Society of Civil Engineers (in which he
was an Honorary Member), was a member of the National Academy of Engineering and an
elected fellow of The American Academy of Mechanics.

He recently served as principal aerodynamic consultant on a number of monumental
long-span bridges around the world including the new San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge,
the Golden Gate Bridge (retrofit), and the Kap Shui Mun Bridge in Hong Kong.

Bob Scanlan served throughout his career as an exemplary scholar, engineer, teacher,
advisor, mentor, and role model for dozens of undergraduate and graduate students, and for
his colleagues.

He is survived by his wife Elizabeth, daughters Kate Budlong of Los Angeles and Jean
Sachs of Frankfurt, Germany, sons Robert Scanlan of Boston and Glenn Scanlan of
Hartford, eight grandchildren and two great-grandchildren.

NicHOLAS P. JONES

Professor and Chair,
Department of Civil Engineering,
Johns Hopkins University

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

IT1s vEry saD indeed to have to report to the readers of JF'S that yet another of our Associate
Editors—so soon after Yasuharu Nakamura and David Maull—has passed away.

He has been on the Editorial Board as Associate Editor since 1994, a task he has
discharged with exemplary dependability and style. When one works closely with someone,
it is all too easy to forget, in the camaraderie of the relationship, just how very distinguished
that person may be—as was the case with Bob Scanlan. The above curriculum vitae made
me think of that; without a doubt Scanlan was one of the giants of aeroelasticity and wind
engineering—and one of the founding group of scholars in each of these disciplines.

All members of the Editorial Board and I particularly will miss him, and collectively we
shall miss the reflected class that his presence amongst us radiated.

The only consolation, if there ever is one, is that, not only was Robert Scanlan able to
have one, but two distinguished careers in his life, and that he was also able to remain active
and to contribute in the field of his technical interest to the very end.

MicHAEL P. PAiDoussIS
Editor



